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Opening 

Prelude : Arioso from Cantata 156 by Joh. Seb. Bach  

Let my prayer be set forth in thy sight as incense, the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. Psalm 

141:2 

We stand to sing 

The Opening Hymn 

 
Words: Latin, ninth century;  trans. John Cosin, 162 

  



   
 

   
 

The blessing of light  

 

Please sit or kneel 

 

 

 

  

 

As darkness falls, you renew your promise to reveal among us the light of your presence. By 

the light of Christ your living word, dispel the darkness of our hearts that we may walk as 

children of light, and sing your praise throughout the world. Amen 

 

Almighty God, we give you thanks for surrounding us, as daylight fades, with the brightness 

of the vesper light; and we implore you of your great mercy that, as you enfold us with the 

radiance of this light, so you would shine into our hearts the brightness of your Holy Spirit; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 



   
 

   
 

Please stand for the    Hymn of light 

 

 

 

 

Words: Greek; trans. John Keble, 1834



   
 

   
 

Invitatory and psalter 

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning is now, and shall be 

for ever. Amen. 

Blessed are you, God of compassion and mercy,  

to you be praise and glory for ever.  

In the darkness of our sin,  

your light breaks forth like the dawn  

and your healing springs up for deliverance.  

As we rejoice in the gift of your saving help,  

sustain us with your bountiful Spirit  

and open our lips to sing your praise:  

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

Blessed be God for ever. 

Please join in singing 

 

Psalm 24        Chant:  William Crotch 

 

 
 

 
1. The earth is the Lord’s and /all .that is/in it : the world and /all who/ dwell there/in. 

2. For it is he who founded it up/on the/ seas: and made it firm upon the /ri-vers/ of the/deep. 

3. Who can ascend the /hill. of the/ Lord?: and who can stand/in his/ holy/ place? 

4. Those who have clean hands and a/pure/ heart,: who have not pledged themselves to falsehood, nor/ 

sworn. by what/ is a fraud. 

5. They shall receive a blessing/ from the/Lord: and a just reward from the /God of/ their sal/vation. 

6. Such is the generation of /those. who/ seek him,: of those who seek your/ face. O/ God of/Jacob. 

7. Lift up your heads, O gates; lift them high O ever/lasting/doors; and the King of /glory/shall come/in. 

8. “Who is this/ King of/glory?”: The Lord strong and mighty,  the /Lord/ mighty. in/ battle. 

9. Lift up your heads O gates; lift them high O ever/lasting/doors: and the King of/ glory/ shall come/in. 

10. “Who is he, this/King. of/ glory?”: The Lord of hosts, he /is the/ King of glory. 

 

 

Glory be to the Father and /to the /Son: and/ to the /Holy /Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is 

now and /ever /shall be; world without/ end. A/-men. 



   
 

   
 

 

Word 

We sit to hear   

 

The first reading:  Romans 8: 12-17 

 

Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according to 

it.  For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the 

misdeeds of the body, you will live. 

For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. The Spirit you received does not 

make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your 

adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba,  Father.” The Spirit himself testifies with our 

spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-

heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

 
 
 

Here ends the first Lesson 

Thanks be to God   



   
 

   
 

We stand to sing  

 



   
 

   
 

We sit to hear   

the second reading:  matthew 7: 15-23 

 

“Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly 

they are ferocious wolves. By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick 

grapes from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles? Likewise, every good tree bears good 

fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit.  A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree 

cannot bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 

into the fire. Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. 

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 

only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. Many will say to me on 

that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out 

demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I 

never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ 

 

Here ends the second Lesson 

Thanks be to God   

 

 

 

the cantata 

 

1. Chorus: You have been told, mankind, what is good and what the Lord requires of 

you, namely: to keep God’s word and to live in love and be humble before your God 

(Micah 6-8) 

2. Recitative: The Highest lets me know his will and what pleases him well; He has 

revealed his word as the guiding principle which my foot should zealously follow at 

all times, with fear and humility and with love, as tests of the obedience which I 

practise in order as a faithful servant to pass future tests. (Isaiah 28: 17-18) 

3. Aria: If I know God’s justice, that is what can help me, when from me as his servant 

he demands a strict account. Soul, consider how to save yourself: reward follows 

obedience; torment and shame threaten you when you transgress! 

4. Aria: Many will say to me on that day: Lord, have we not prophesied in your name, 

have we not driven out devils in your name, have we not done many deeds in your 

name? Then I shall declare to them: I have never known you, all of you go away from 

me, you evildoers! (Matthew 7: 22-23) 



   
 

   
 

5. Aria: Who acknowledges God from the true depths of his heart, him he will also be 

willing to acknowledge. But that person must burn for ever who only with his mouth 

names the Lord. (Mark 7: 6) 

6. Recitative: Therefore my heart and mouth themselves will be my judges, and God 

wants to grant me my reward according to what I have intended: If now my way of 

life does not accord with his word, who afterwards will heal my soul’s shame? Why 

then do I make an obstacle for myself?  (Mark 8: 36) The Lord’s will must happen, 

but his assistance is also certain, so that he may see his work in me accomplished 

well. 

7. Chorale: Grant that I may do with diligence what it is proper for me to do, wherever 

your command leads me in my position! Grant that I may soon do it at the time when 

I should do it; and when I do it, then grant that it may turn out well! 
(Translation from bach-cantatas.com) 

 

Response 

Eternal spirit flow through our being and open our lips; 

That our mouths may proclaim your praise. 

 

 

In response to tonight's cantata let us now stand and affirm our faith in God, Father, 

Son and Holy Spirit: 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; he descended into hell; 

on the third day he rose again from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

almighty; from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 

the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

Prayers 

We sit or kneel 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you 

  



   
 

   
 

The Litany for Peace 

 

That thy holy angels may lead us in paths of peace and goodwill We entreat… 

That we may be pardoned and forgiven our sins and offences, We entreat… 

That there may be peace to thy Church and to the whole world, We entreat… 

That we may depart this life in thy faith and fear, and not be condemned before the 

great judgement seat of Christ, We entreat… 

That we may be bound together by the Holy Spirit in the communion of all thy saints, 

entrusting one another and all our life to Christ, We entreat… 

 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come.  

Thy will be done in earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us. And 

lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

The power, and the glory, For ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

O God, the source of eternal light: Shed forth thine unending day upon us who watch 

for thee, that our lips may praise thee, our lives may bless thee, and our worship on the 

morrow may give thee glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers, creator of the changes of day and night, 

giving rest to the weary, renewing the strength of those who are spent, bestowing upon us 

occasions of song in the evening. As you have protected us in the day that is past, so be with 

us in the coming night; keep us from every sin, every evil, and every fear; for you are our 

light and salvation, and the strength of our life. To you be glory for endless ages. Amen.

 

The blessing



   
 

   
 

We stand to sing     The Closing hymn 

 

1 Forth in your name, O Lord, I go, 

my daily labour to pursue, 

determined only you to know 

in all I think or speak or do. 

2 The task your wisdom has assigned, 

O let me cheerfully fulfill; 

in all my works your presence find, 

and prove your good and perfect will. 

3 May I find you at my right hand; 

your eyes see truly what I do. 

I labour on at your command 

and offer all my works to you. 

4 For you I joyously employ 

whate’er you in grace have giv’n: 

I run my daily course with joy 

and closely walk with you to heav’n.

Text: John Newton Music: John Hatton (Duke Street)

 

Postlude:  Voluntary in D major – Anonymous (XVIIIth c.) 

The prayers and liturgy for tonight’s service come from the Book of Common Prayer, as available at www.bcponlin



   
 

   
 

Cathedral Ministry Team and Contacts 

Dean:   The Very Rev'd Julian Perkins (Day off- Friday) 
     deanjulian@stpeter.org.nz | 020 4124 6555 

Volunteer Ministry Team Members 

 

         Assistant curate:  The Rev'd Liz Lightfoot 
               liz@stpeter.org.nz  

Assistant priest:   The Rev'd Canon Bryan Smith  

     canonassistant@stpeter.org.nz 

Assistant priest:   The Rev'd Robin Olds  
          pastoralcare@stpeter.org.nz  

Assistant priest:   The Rev'd Wendy Tyrrell 
     bells@stpeter.org.nz 

People's warden:   Heather Powell 
     peopleswarden@stpeter.org.nz | 021 386 207 

Dean’s warden:   Dianne Cameron 
    deanswarden@stpeter.org.nz | 021 588 399   

 

Giving – Cathedral Bank Details: 02-0316-0268898-000 
 A big thank you to all who make regular financial contributions to the life of the cathedral 

directly through the bank and through the plate. 

Cathedral Shop 

 Monday-Friday: I0am-2pm; Sunday: 11am-12pm | (07) 839 4683 

Cathedral Office 
  Monday-Friday: 9am-3pm | (07) 839 4683 | admin@stpeter.org.nz 
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